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Preface

This book gives you a treatment about what Hungarian verbs are. We take a look at the
conjugation system, tenses, moods and verbal nouns. I tried to handle all these topics with the
simplest explanations possible so that students can use them instantly. Of course, you’ll have to
memorize the suffixes to be able to conjugate Hungarian verbs, but in defense of my language, it
has just a few irregular verbs, the rest that behave unusually should be called rather exceptions
than irregularities.

You're not going to see big words in this writing, just what you need to master the
conjugation. True enough, there could be much more added to this extensive material, but my
guess would be that you want me to teach you the Hungarian conjugation and not drive you
away from it for good and all. There are only a few explanations in order for the conjugation
tables to dominate the pages. What you see in there is what you should learn to achieve a basic
knowledge.

Good luck for you all
The author



I. Introduction to the Hungarian Verbs

[.a. What is a verb?

Verbs are words expressing action, occurence, state of being. We can distinguish them as
follows:

active verbs — mos (to wash)

passive verbs — mosatik (to be washed) > this form only exist in old writings
reflexive verbs — mosakodik (to wash [himself])

causative verbs — mosat (to make sy wash sg)

potential verbs — moshat (may/can wash)

Lb. What are Hungarian verbs like?

Hungarian verbs are front (high) or back (deep)-vowel words. There are three tenses: present,
past and future. The future tense is paraphrased like in English, but more often it is expressed
with the present tense. Because of that it is not really considered a different tense. There is only
one present, one past and one future tense. There are three moods: indicative, imperative,
present/past conditional.

Summary
Indicative: | Present, Past, Future
Imperative: | Present
Conditional: | Present, Past

II. Definite and Indefinite Conjugation

[l.a. What is conjugation?

Conjugation is a grammatical term that refers to the ’bending’ of verbs. Talking about
Hungarian, which is an agglutinative language, this bending is done by attaching suffixes to the
end of the verbs. The Hungarian verb suffixes indicate which number and person the verbs are
in, therefore it is not necessary to use the personal pronouns unless for putting emphasis on the
subject.

ILLb. Why and how to use two different types of conjugation?
Hungarian verbs have an indefinite and a definite conjugation system.

Although it seems complicated at first and probably you think it needs lots of getting used to it, I
can give you a fairly simple explanation. Here it is:

Definite conjugation | Indefinite conjugation
Latom |a fat. | Latok |egy |fat.
I see the |tree. |Isee a tree.




The definite conjugation requires the verbs to be conjugated with the definite suffixes, while the
indefinite conjugation requires the verbs to be conjugated with the indefinite suffixes. And
here’s the difference:

If we talk about a particular/definite thing/person, we have to conjugate the verb with the
definite suffixes. If we talk about an indefinite/unknown thing/person, we have to conjugate the
verb with the indefinite suffixes. And the key to how you know when to use this or that is:

THE DEFINITE AND INDEFINITE ARTICLES!

Take a look at the definite example: Latom a fat. You see the definite article, which means I see
a definite tree. [ know exactly what tree I'm talking about. That’s why the definite suffix -om
in first person singular is used.

Take a look at the indefinite example: Latok egy fat. You see the indefinite article, which means
[ see a tree of some sort. I don’t know what tree it is. I've never seen it before. That’s why the
indefinite suffix -ok in first person singular is used.

[I.c. What other qualities can verbs possess?

Another aspect of the verbs can be whether they are transitive, intransitive or impersonal.

NOTE! Purely intransitive verbs cannot be conjugated with the definite suffixes. Such verbs
express existence or motion: van (to be), megy (to go), jon (to come) and so on...

A VERB BEING TRANSITIVE DOES NOT MEAN THAT IT CAN ONLY
TAKE THE SUFFIXES OF THE DEFINITE CONJUGATION AS VERBS

ABLE TO BE TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE CAN TAKE THOSE
SUFFIXES, TOO.

Latok. I can see. > intransitive verb with no direct object.
Latok egy hazat. Ican see a house. > intransitive verb with a direct object.
Latom a hazat. I can see the house. > transitive verb with a direct object.

You should know the conjugation well since it is always present in the Hungarian language. You
can’t avoid learning and using it.

II.d. Further criteria of choosing the right type of conjugation

We have seen that the definite and the indefinite articles are a reference point for selecting
which conjugation we should apply; the definite or the indefinite one.

WHAT IF THERE IS NO DEFINITE OR INDEFINITE ARTICLE IN THE SENTENCE?



Use the indefinite conjugation in these cases:

- If there is no article, you have to apply the indefinite conjugation.

Almat hamozok. — I'm peeling an apple.
Filmet néznek. — They’re watching a film.

- Indefinite numerals and pronouns also causes the verb to be conjugated with the indefinite
suffixes.

Erzek valamit. - I feel something.
Barmit mutattok is, nem érdekel. - Whatever you show me, I don’t care.

- This rule is also visible if the noun is plural and the talk is about something unknown:

Fakat latok — I see trees.

It is because the indefinite article is not used in the plural. If it is expressed with néhany
(some), there is no problem either because néhany is an indefinite numeral! Néhany requires
the noun to be in singular:

Néhany fat latok. — I see some trees.

Use the definite conjugation in these cases:

- The demonstrative pronouns require the verb to be conjugated with the definite suffixes
given the fact that those pronouns refer to something specific/definite. Here’s a comparison
with indefinite examples.

Nézem a lanyt. - I'm watching the girl.
Nézek egy lanyt. - I'm watching a girl.

Azt alanyt nézed? - Are you watching that girl?
Sok lanyt nézel?- Are you watching a lot of girls?

A fitkat szereti. - She loves the boys.

Fidkat szeret. - She loves boys.

Néhany fiut szeret. - She loves some boys.

Sehany fiut nem szeret. - She doesn’t love any boys.

- Proper names (John, David), also require the definite conjugation since names already refer to
somebody specific.

Atveriink valakit. - We are going to fool somebody.
Atverjiik Pétert. - We are going to fool Peter.




NOTE! The nouns in such sentences are in the accusative case because they are the direct
objects of the sentence. Besides, different pieces of information in a conversation may allude to
something determined or undetermined and then the answer has to agree with it.

In the following examples the stress is on the verb. It is important whether I'm watching a/the
girl or 'm doing something else with her. To makes things simpler, I'll use the Simple Present
Tense in English.

-Nézed a lanyt? -Igen, nézem (6t).
-Nézel egy lanyt? -Igen, nézek (egyet).

-Do you watch the girl? -Yes, I watch her.
-Do you watch a girl?  -Yes, I watch one.

As you see, the accusative pronouns in Hungarian are between brackets because the two types
of conjugation already refers back to the ’girl’. In English it is a must to use the pronouns.

ITII. Verbal Nouns

Verbal nouns are: infinitive, present participle, past participle and future participle.
[II.a. What is the infinitive form?

The infinitive is the basic form of the verb in most languages. It a point of reference for the
speaker to be able to start the conjugation of the verb in any mood and tense.

In Hungarian, however, it is the third person singular form of the present tense in
indicative mood and in indefinite conjugation that is considered the base of the verb. That is
because this is the form with absolutely no suffix whatsoever. It is the purest form of the verb,
so it is the starting point for conjugation. It is the basic dictionary form.

In spite of all that, the Hungarian verbs do have an infinitive form. The ending to form it
is: -ni. English verbs can be put in the infinitive form with the to preposition:

to wait | > | varni to speak | > | beszélni
to sleep | > | aludni to fly > | repiilni
to sigh | > | séhajtani | | to rejoice | > | 6riilni
tosit |>|ilni to stand | > | allni

Verbs ending in two consonants, in the suffix -it and some other verbs take the infinitive with a
link vowel (shouldn’t be new since that’s the exact method with nouns and plurals). The link
vowels are:

A FOR BACK-VOWEL VERBS
hall (he/she hears) hallani (to hear)
mond (he/she says) mondani (to say)
takarit (he/she tidies up) | takaritani (to tidy up)

E FOR FRONT VOWEL-VERBS
ment (he/she saves) | menteni (to save)
gyljt (he/she collects) | gytjteni (to collect)
segit (he/she helps) segiteni (to help)

Some other verbs behave like that, too: mit > miiteni (to operate on), f{it > fiiteni (to heat),
hiit > hiiteni (to cool)



There are only a few verbs with irregular infinitives, the so-called -nni verbs. Here you have
their infinitive and 3rd PS indefinite form:

English Infinitive Hungarian Infinitive | Hungarian dictionary form
to be > | lenni van, lesz

to go > | menni megy

to come > | jonni jon

to eat > | enni eszik

to drink > | inni iszik

to put, to do > | tenni tesz

to take, to buy > | venni vesz

to believe > | hinni hisz

to bring > | vinni visz

III.b. When to use the infinitive form?

It is used when we express an action and that action is the subject or the direct object of the
sentence, but we could apply a noun instead just as well. Watch the English examples as the
same can be said about the -ing form and the infinitive with the "to’ preposition.

Subject/Object with Noun | Subject/Object with Infinitive | English Translation
A futas hasznos. Futni hasznos. Running is useful.
Szeretem az evést. Szeretek enni. I like to eat.

Gylolom a magyarazkodast. | Gytlolok magyarazkodni. I hate to excuse myself.

The infinitive form of the verb is used in Hungarian when the main verb teams up with
impersonal verbs or modal/auxiliary verbs. When used with impersonal verbs the infinitive can
be conjugated. With modal and auxiliary verbs, it cannot be.

The infinitive verb conjugated refers to someone/something specific with number and person. If
we don’t conjugate the infinitive, it is a general statement referring to everyone.

Haza akarok menni. — I want to go home.
El kell mennem az orvoshoz. — I must go to the doctor.

Muszaj megnézni a ceremoniat. — It is a must that the ceremony be watched.
Muszaj megnéznetek a ceremoniat. — It is a must that you watch the ceremony.

Enned kell, ha éhes vagy. — You have to eat if you're hungry.
Enni kell, ha éhes az ember. — It is necessary to eat if one is hungry.

Go to the chapter Conjugation Tables by Verb Types to see how to conjugate the infinitive form.

10



IIl.c. Present Participle (-O, -0)

This participle is formed with -ing in English. In Hungarian we use the suffixes -6 for back-
vowel verbs and -6 for front-vowel verbs.

all + -6 = allé > standing
nevet + -6 = nevet6 > laughing

They are used as adjectives and precede the noun they refer to.

A nevet6 gyerek szalad a parkban.
The laughing child is running in the park.

A sarkon 4ll6 fiu a baratom.
The boy standing on the corner is my friend.

A télen es6 csapadékot honak hivjuk.
The precipitation falling in winter is called snow.

Az unatkozo kozonséget nehéz felviditani.
It is difficult to cheer up the annoyed audience.”

* Sometimes English expresses it with past participle: annoyed.
It is also used to form nouns: esé — rain, takar6 — blanket, rug

[11.d. Past Participle (-T, -TT)

This participle is formed with -ed in English. In Hungarian we use the suffixes -t or -tt. The

rules are the same that we apply for forming the past tense. Basically, it is the same form only

that we use it as an adjective.
A megvadult 16 elmenekiilt. - The horse gone wild ran away.
A kiszallitott &ru mar megromlott. - The goods delivered are already deteriorated.

A tavaly bemutatott koncert nagy siker volt.
The concert presented last year was a big success.

Az elkészitett ételeket ki kell osztani. - The meals prepared must be distributed.
It is also used to form nouns and usually we make it plural:

A hallottak alapjan nem megyiink Parizsba.
Based on what we’ve heard we’re not goin to Paris.

A latottak mindenkit megviseltek. — Everyone was wore down by what they saw.

11



Ill.e. Future Participle ((-ANDO, -ENDO)

This participle is formed with the construction to be ...-ed in English. In Hungarian we use the

suffixes -andoé for back-vowel verbs and -endé6 for front-vowel verbs. It expresses an obbligation
that has to be done at some point in the future. It is also used to form adjectives and nouns with

more subtle meanings.
mulandoé - evanescent, transitory; kelend6 — saleable; halandé — mortal

Az aru harom hoénap utan eldobando.
The goods are to be thrown away after three months.

Az elolvasand6 konyvek vastagok. — The books to be read are thick.

A megirando levelet boritékba teszem. — I'll put the letter to be written in an envelope.

A keresend6 szonak nincs magyar megfelelgje.
The word to be looked for has no equivalent in Hungarian.

A megteendd tav nem tul nagy. — The distance to go is not too big.

A te viselkedésed nem kovetendé példa. — Your behaviour is not exemplar.
> not an example to follow

The following verbs form the future participle in an irregular way:
tesz — teendd > task, work; to be done

lesz — leend6 > to-be, future
jon — jovendd > coming; future, the time to come

12



IV. Conjugation Tables by Verb Types

As vowels are divided into front or back-vowels, verbs have to meet that grammatical
requirement. Like nouns need certain link vowels due to the vowel harmony, verbs are no
different elements in the Hungarian grammar.

[V.a. Conjugating the infinitive form

The infinitive form only can take the following suffixes when conjugated:

Front-vowel | Front-vowel | Back-vowel
nézni ilni fogni
néznem ilnom fognom
nézned iilnod fognod
néznie tlnie fognia
nézniink tilniink fognunk
néznetek ilnotok fognotok
nézniiik tlniik fogniuk

The infinitive is always conjugated in present tense because impersonal verbs take the mood and
tense.

Mennem kell. - I have to go.

Mennem kellett. — I had to go.

Mennem kell majd. — I will have to go.
Mennem kellene. — I should go.

Mennem kellett volna. — I should have gone.

IV.b. Conjugation with definite and indefinite verb endings

Red letters in bold indicate that a link vowel, a different type of suffix or assimiliation marked in
writing is needed.

PRESENTE TENSE - INDICATIVE MOOD

Present Tense — Regular Verbs:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb

gondolni mesélni | sziilni gondolni mesélni | sziilni
gondolok mesélek | sziilok | gondolom mesélem | szilom
gondolsz mesélsz | sziilsz | gondolod meséled | sziillod
gondol mesél sziil gondolja meséli szili
gondolunk meséliink | sziiliink | gondoljuk meséljilk | sziiljik
gondoltok meséltek | sziiltok | gondoljatok mesélitek | sziilitek
gondolnak mesélnek | sziilnek | gondoljak mesélik | sziilik

13



Present Tense — Verbs ending in two consonants, in -it and miit, f{it, h{it:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb
tartani rejteni | kiildeni tartani rejteni | kiildeni
tartok rejtek | kildok | tartom rejtem | kiildom
tartasz rejtesz | killdesz | tartod rejted | kiildod
tart rejt kald tartja rejti kaldi
tartunk rejtink | kiilldiink | tartjuk rejtjik | kildjik
tartotok rejtetek | killdotok | tartjatok rejtitek | kiilditek
tartanak rejtenek | killdenek | tartjak rejtik | kiildik
Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
miteni | fliteni | hiteni | miteni | fiiteni | hiteni
muitok | fiitok | hdGtok | mitom | fitom | hitom
mitesz | fiitesz | hiitesz | mitod | fitod | hitod
mit fut htit muti fati hti
mitink | fitiink | hdtiink | mtjik | fatjik | hitjik
mitotok | fitotok | hitotok | mititek | fdtitek | hititek
mitenek | fiitenek | hitenek | miitik | fatik | hitik

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

hajitani segiteni hajitani segiteni
hajitottam | segitettem | hajitottam | segitettem
hajitottal segitettél | hajitottad | segitetted
hajitott segitett hajitotta segitette
hajitottunk | segitettiink | hajitottuk | segitettiik
hajitottatok | segitettetek | hajitottatok | segitettétek
hajitottak | segitettek | hajitottak | segitették

Present Tense — Verbs ending in -s, -sz, -z:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb

asni nézni tlizni asni nézni tlizni
asok nézek |tGzok |asom nézem | tiz6m
asol nézel tlizol asod nézed | tzod
as néz tz assa nézi tzi
asunk nézink | tGziink | assuk nézzik | tlzzik
astok néztek | tGztok | assatok nézitek | tlzitek
asnak néznek | tGiznek | assak nézik tizik

14



Present Tense — -ik Verbs ending in -s, -sz, -z: such verbs only take -ik in present tense. There
are real reflexive verbs and false reflexive verbs. Real reflexive verbs always end in -s, -sz, -z:
maszik, esik, iitkozik, késik...False reflexive verbs end in other consonants, so they don’t have to
obey to the -ik rule. They are conjugated normally: lakik > lakok, laksz, lakik...

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb
maszni esni | utkozni maszni esni | utkozni
maszom esem | Utk6zom | maszom - -
maszol esel | itkozol | maszod
maszik esik | utkozik | massza
maéaszunk esiink | iitkoziink | masszuk
masztok estek | tkoztok | masszatok
masznak esnek | utkoznek | masszak

In everyday language, we can observe an alternation. This alternation appears in verbs like
mosakszik, verekszik. Such verbs can have another version: mosakodik, verekedik. Both are
accepted forms, however the version *mosakszik, verekszik’ can only be used in present tense. In
any other tenses and moods the verbs with the -kodik, -kedik suffixes are used.

Present Tense: mosakszom, mosakszol, mosakszik...

Past Tense: mosakodtam, mosakodtal, mosakodott...

Conditional Mood: mosakodnék, mosakodnal, mosakodna...
Imperative Mood: mosakodjak, mosakodj/mosakodjal, mosakodjon...

Present Tense — Verbs containing long i or short i: such verbs are back-vowel words except hisz
and visz.

hiv, sziv, irt, tilt and so on...

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
hivni tiltani hivni tiltani
hivok tiltok hivom tiltom
hivsz tiltasz hivod tiltod
hiv tilt hivja tiltja
hivunk tiltunk hivjuk tiltjuk
hivtok tiltotok hivjatok | tiltjatok
hivnak tiltanak hivjak tiltjak

15



Present Tense — Irregular Verbs — VAN, LESZ, JON, MEGY:

Indefinite Conjugation

lenni lenni | jonni | menni
vagyok |leszek |jovok | megyek
vagy leszel | jossz | mész
van lesz jon megy
vagyunk | lesziink | joviink | megytink
vagytok |lesztek |jottok | mentek
vannak |lesznek | jonnek | mennek

Present Tense — V-Verbs — NO, SZO, LO, Ri, RO:

The verbs n6 can only be conjugated with the definite suffixes if it has a verbal prefix attached
like king. The definite conjugation is not possible with ri, older word for ’to cry’.

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

néni sz6ni 16ni rini roni néni sz6ni 16ni | rini| roéni
novok | szovok | lovok | rivok |rovok |névom |szovom |lovom | - rovom
ndész sz6sz 16sz risz r6sz noévod | szovod | 1ovod rovod
nd sz6 16 ri 6 novi szovi lovi réja
novink | szoviink | 16viink | rivunk | rovunk | néjik | sz6éjik | 16jik réjuk
n6tok | sz6tok | 16tok | ritok | rotok | novitek | szovitek | 1ovitek réjatok
nének |szének |lének |rinak |rénak |novik |szovik |lovik rojak

Present Tense — Irregular Verbs — ESZIK, ISZIK :

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
enni inni enni inni
eszem iszom eszem iszom
eszel iszol eszed iszod
eszik iszik eszi issza
eszuink iszunk esszilk | isszuk
esztek isztok eszitek | isszatok
esznek isznak eszik isszak

16



Present Tense — Irregular Verbs — ALSZIK, NYUGSZIK, FEKSZIK:

It is possible to conjugate the verb alszik with the definite suffixes if a verbal prefix is attached
to it like: kialszik. The same goes for fekszik: kifekszik. The verb nyugszik can only be

intransitive.

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation

aludni
alszom alszom
alszol alszod
alszik alussza
alszunk aludjuk/alusszuk
alszotok/alusztok aludjatok/alusszatok
alszanak/alusznak aludjak/alusszak
nyugodni
nyugszom -
nyugszol
nyugszik
nyugszunk

nyugszotok/nyugosztok
nyugszanak

fekudni
fekszem fekszem
fekszel fekszed
fekszik fekszi
feksziink fekidjik
fekszetek fekszitek
fekszenek fekszik

17



Present Tense — Irregular Verbs — TESZ, VESZ, VISZ, HISZ:

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
tenni
teszek teszem
teszel teszed
tesz teszi
tesziink tessziik
tesztek teszitek
tesznek teszik
venni
veszek veszem
veszel veszed
vesz veszi
veszink vessziik
vesztek veszitek
vesznek veszik
vinni
viszek viszem
viszel viszed
visz viszi
viszunk visszik
visztek viszitek
visznek viszik
hinni
hiszek hiszem
hiszel hiszed
hisz hiszi
hisziink hissziik
hisztek hiszitek
hisznek hiszik

Present Tense — Drop-vowel Verbs:

Such verbs are only irregular in present tense. Sometimes there are two options: the vowel of
the suffix is dropped or not. Usually it is a must that we omit that vowel. An * indicates if the
two options are available. For example, the verb énekel can be conjugated in 1st PS as énekelek
or éneklek. In this case, only the version with the vowel dropped is given. The verbs in question
end in the following groups of suffixes: -ol, -el, -6l; -og, -eg, -0g; -0z, -ez, -iz.

Verbs like forog, pereg, gorog cannot be conjugated with the definite suffixes because their
transitive version is formed differently. Examples:

forog (to turn) > intransitive — forgat (to turn sg) > transitive
pereg (to spin, whirl round) > intransitive — perget (to roll) > transitive

18



Indefinite Conjugation

Definite Conjugation

pétolni énekelni | ki6tolni pétolni énekelni | kiotolni
potlok™ éneklek™ | kiotlok* | pétlom™ éneklem”™ | kiotlom™
potolsz énekelsz | kiotolsz | potolod énekled” | kiotlod*
potol énekel kiotol potolja énekli* kiotli*
potlunk™ | énekliink™ | kiotliink™ | potoljuk énekeljiik | kiotoljik
potoltok énekeltek | kiotoltok | potoljatok éneklitek™ | kiotlitek™
potolnak | énekelnek | kiotolnek | potoljak éneklik” | kiotlik*
toborozni érezni drizni toborozni érezni drizni
toborzok | érzek 6rzok toborzom érzem 6rzom
toborzol | érzel 6rzol toborzod érzed 6rzod
toboroz érez Oriz toborozza érzi Orzi
toborzunk | érziink 6rziink | toborozzuk | érezziink | 6rizziik
toboroztok | éreztek 6riztek toborozzatok | érzitek Orzitek
toboroznak | éreznek 6riznek | toborozzdk | érzik 6rzik
forogni peregni horégni forogni peregni horégni
forgok pergek horgok - - -
forogsz peregsz horogsz
forog pereg horog
forgunk pergiink | horgiink
forogtok | peregtek | horogtok
forognak | peregnek | horognek
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PAST TENSE - INDICATIVE MOOD

NOTE! Verbs ending in J L N NY R take the 3rd PS ending with no link vowel: fujt, élt,
megbant, hanyt, szurt.

Present Tense — Regular Verbs:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb

gondolni mesélni sziilni gondolni mesélni sziilni
gondoltam meséltem | sziiltem | gondoltam meséltem | sziiltem
gondoltal meséltél | sziltél | gondoltal mesélted | sziilted
gondolt mesélt sziilt gondolta mesélte sziilte
gondoltunk meséltiink | sziltiink | gondoltuk meséltitk | szultik
gondoltatok meséltetek | sziiltetek | gondoltatok meséltétek | sziiltétek
gondoltak meséltek | sziiltek | gondoltak mesélték | szilték

Present Tense — Verbs ending in two consonants, in -it and miit, fit, hit: such verbs ending in -t
always take a link vowel. For others it is not always necessary. The exception to this rule is the
verb lat: lattam, lattal...

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb |  Front-vowel Verb
tartani rejteni killdeni tartani rejteni killdeni
tartottam rejtettem | killdtem | tartottam rejtettem | kiildtem
tartottal rejtettél kildtél tartottad rejtetted | kiildted
tartott rejtett kildott | tartotta rejtette kildte
tartottunk rejtettiink | killdtiink | tartottuk rejtettitk | kiilldtiik
tartottatok rejtettetek | kiildtetek | tartottatok rejtettétek | kiilldtétek
tartottak rejtettek | killdtek | tartottak rejtették | killdték
Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation
miteni fiteni hiiteni miiteni fiteni hiiteni
mutottem | fitottem | hiitottem | mitottem | fitottem | hiitottem
miitottél fitotteél hiitottél miitotted flitotted hiitotted
mutott fitott hiitott miutotte flitotte hiitotte
miitottink | fitottiink | hiitottiink | mitottik | fiGtottiik | hitottik
miutottetek | fitottetek | hiitottetek | mitottétek | fiitottétek | hiitottétek
miitottek flitottek hiitottek miitotték fitottek hiitotték
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Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

hajitani segiteni hajitani segiteni
hajitottam | segitettem | hajitottam | segitettem
hajitottal segitettél | hajitottad | segitetted
hajitott segitett hajitotta segitette
hajitottunk | segitettiink | hajitottuk | segitettiik
hajitottatok | segitettetek | hajitottatok | segitettétek
hajitottak | segitettek | hajitottadk | segitették

Past Tense — Verbs containing long i or short i: such verbs are back-vowel words except hisz and
Visz.

hiv, sziv, irt, tilt and so on...

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
hivni tiltani hivni tiltani
hivtam | tiltottam hivtam | tiltottam
hivtal tiltottal hivtad | tiltottad
hivott tiltott hivta tiltotta
hivtunk | tiltottunk | hivtuk | tiltottuk
hivtatok | tiltottatok | hivtatok | tiltottatok
hivtak tiltottak hivtak | tiltottak

Past Tense — Drop-vowel Verbs: only the 3rd PS form omits the vowel of the suffix. Of course,
these are intransitive verbs, so we can only use the indefinite conjugation.

forog: forogtam, forogtal, forgott, forogtunk, forogtatok, forogtak
pereg: ...pergett...peregtek (>this verb does not make much sense in the other numbers)
horog: horogtem, horogtél, horgott, horogtiink, horogtetek, horogtek

Past Tense — 6 verbs ending in -ad, -ed:

fogadott (to receive)
tagadott (to deny)
szenvedett (to suffer)
engedett (to allow)
tévedett (to be wrong)
adott (to give)

Any other verb with the same ending simply takes one -t: ragadt, dagadt, and so on...Plus verbs
in -at, -et always need a link vowel: kutatott, nevetett.

The verb téved has two meanings: to be wrong, to lose one’s way. If it means the latter, it takes
the verbal prefix el- and only takes one -t in its past tense form.

Tévedett. — He was wrong. <> Eltévedt. — He lost his way.
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Past Tense — MOND, KULD, KEZD:

The verbs mond, kiild, kezd only require a link vowel in 3rd PS in indefinite conjugation:

mondott, kuldott, kezdett.

Past Tense — ALL, SZALL, HULL:

Three verbs all, szall, hull can take both the one -t ending and the double -tt ending with a link
vowel in 3rd PS indefinite conjugation.

The one -t ending is more common nowadays:

allt — allott (he was standing)
szallt — széllott (he was flying)
hullt — hullott (it was falling)

Past Tense — Irregular Verbs — VAN, LESZ, JON, MEGY:

Indefinite Conjugation

lenni lenni | jonni | menni
volta lettem | jottem | mentem
voltal | lettél |jottél | mentél
volt lett jott ment
voltunk | lettiink | jottiink | mentiink
voltatok | lettetek | jottetek | mentetek
voltak | lettek | jottek | mentek

Past Tense — V-Verbs — NO, SZO, LO, Ri, RO:

The verbs n6 can only be conjugated with the definite suffixes if it has a verbal prefix attached

like kin6. The definite conjugation is not possible with ri, older word for ’to cry’.

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

néni sz6éni 16ni rini roni néni sz6éni 16ni | rini| roni
néttem | sz6ttem | 16ttem | rittam | rottam | néttem | sz6ttem | 16ttem | - rottam
néttél sz6ttél 16ttél rittal rottal nétted | sz6tted | l6tted rottad
nétt sz6tt 16tt ritt rott nétte sz6tte 16tte rotta
néttunk | sz6ttink | 16ttunk | rittunk | rottunk | néttik | sz6ttik | 16ttik rottuk
néttetek | sz6ttetek | 16ttetek | rittatok | rottatok | néttétek | sz6ttétek | 16ttétek rottatok
néttek | sz6ttek | 16ttek | rittak | rottak | n6tték | sz6tték | 16tték rottak
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Past Tense — Irregular Verbs — ESZIK, ISZIK:

Indefinite Conjugation

Definite Conjugation

enni inni enni inni
ettem ittam ettem ittam
ettél ittal etted ittad
evett ivott ette itta
ettiink ittunk ettik ittuk
ettetek ittatok ettétek ittatok
ettek ittak ették ittak

Past Tense — Irregular Verbs — ALSZIK, NYUGSZIK, FEKSZIK :

It is possible to conjugate the verb alszik with the definite suffixes if a verbal prefix is attached
to it like: kialszik. The same goes for fekszik: kifekszik. The verb nyugszik can only be

intransitive.

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation

aludni
aludtam aludtam
aludtal aludtad
aludt aludta
aludtunk aludtuk
aludtatok aludtatok
aludtak aludtak
nyugodni
nyugodtam -
nyugodtal
nyugodott
nyugodtunk
nyugodtatok
nyugodtak
fekidni
fekiidtem fekiidtem
fekudtél fekudted
fekudt fekudte
fekudtiink fekudtitk
fekudtetek fekudtétek
fekudtek fekudték
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Past Tense — Irregular Verbs — TESZ, VESZ, VISZ, HISZ :

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
tenni
tettem tettem
tettél tetted
tett tette
tettink tettuk
tettetek tettétek
tettek tették
venni
vettem vettem
vettél vetted
vett vette
vettunk vettuk
vettetek vettétek
vettek vették
vinni
vittem vittem
vittél vitted
vitt vitte
vittunk vittuk
vittetek vittétek
vittek vitték
hinni
hittem hittem
hittél hitted
hitt hitte
hittink hittik
hittetek hittétek
hittek hitték
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FUTURE TENSE - INDICATIVE MOOD

There is no specific future tense you can form with suffixes. It is either expressed with the
present tense or paraphrased with the auxiliary verb fog, which is equivalent to the English
"will” or ’is going to’.

All you have to do is conjugate the auxiliary verb ’fog’ in present tense, indicative mood and
add the infinitive form of the main verb.

Indefinite Conjugation
Latni fogok I will see
Latni fogsz You will see
Latni fog egy filmet. | He/She will see | a movie.
Latni fogunk We will see
Latni fogtok You will see
Latni fognak They will see

Definite Conjugation

Latni fogom I will see
Latni fogod You will see
Latni fogja a filmet. | He/She will see | the movie.
Latni fogjuk We will see
Latni fogjatok You will see
Latni fogjak They will see
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CONDITIONAL MOOD

Hungarian verbs in conitional mood are equal. Verbs ending in -s, -sz, -z and -ik verbs, as well
as those V-verbs are to be conjugated in a regular way. Verbs in two consonants, in -it / with
long 1i in -t (mit, fiit, h{) take the conditional suffixes with a link vowel.

NOTE! The 1st PS form in indefinite conjugation requires the ending ~NEK regardless if it is a
back- or front-vowel verb. The 1st PP and 2nd PP form are the same in definite and indefinite
conjugation.

These verbs are irregular in conditional mood, too: van, lesz, megy, jon, eszik, iszik, tesz, vesz,
hisz, visz.

The ending for present conditional is: -né

The past conditional is formed by adding the auxiliary verb volna to the main verb conjugated
in past tense:

Gondoltam volna. — [ would have thought.
Meséltitk volna. — We would have told.

Conditional Mood — Regular Verbs:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

Back-vowel Verb Front-vowel Verb Back-vowel Verb Front-vowel Verb

gondolni mesélni sziilni gondolni mesélni sziilni
gondolnék mesélnék | sziilnék | gondolnam mesélném | sziilném
gondolnal mesélnél sziilnél gondolnad mesélnéd | sziilnéd
gondolna mesélne sziilne gondolna mesélné sziilné
gondolnank mesélnénk | sziilnénk | gondolnank mesélnénk | sziilnénk
gondolnatok mesélnétek | sziilnétek | gondolnatok mesélnétek | sziilnétek
gondolnanak mesélnének | sziilnének | gondolnak mesélnék | sziilnék

Conditional Mood — Verbs ending in two consonants, in -it and miit, f(it, hit:

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

Back-vowel Verb Front-vowel Verb Back-vowel Verb |  Front-vowel Verb

tartani rejteni killdeni tartani rejteni kiildeni
tartanék rejtenék | killdenék | tartanam rejteném | killdeném
tartanal rejtenél kiildenél tartanad rejtenéd | kiildenéd
tartana rejtene killdene tartana rejtené | kildené
tartanank rejtnénk | killdenénk | tartanank rejtnénk | kiildenénk
tartanatok rejtnétek | killdenétek | tartanatok rejtnétek | kildenétek
tartananak rejtenének | killdenének | tartanak rejtenék | kiildenék
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Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

miteni flteni hiiteni miteni flteni hiiteni
mitenék | fltenék | hltenék | miteném |fliteném | hiiteném
mitenél fltenél htitenél mitenéd | flitenéd | hitenéd
mitene flitene hiitene mitené fltené hiitené
mitenénk | fltenénk |hiltenénk | mitenénk | flitenénk | hitenénk
mitenétek | fltenétek | hlitenétek | mitenétek | flitenétek | hiitenétek
mitenének | flitenének | hlitenének | miitenék | fiitenék | hiitenék

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

hajitani segiteni hajitani segiteni

hajitanék | segitenék | hajitanam | segiteném

hajitanal segitenél hajitanad | segitenéd

hajitana segitene hajitana segitené

hajitanank | segitenénk | hajitanank | segitenénk

hajitanatok | segitenétek | hajitanatok | segitenétek

hajitananak | segitenének | hajitanak | segitenék

Conditional Mood — Verbs containing long i or short i: such verbs are back-vowel words except

hisz and visz.

hiv, sziv, irt, tilt and so on...

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
hivni tiltani hivni tiltani
hivnék tiltanék hivnam | tiltanam
hivnal tiltanal hivnad | tiltanad
hivna tiltana hivna tiltana
hivnank | tiltanank |hivnank | tiltanank
hivnatok | tiltanatok | hivnatok | tiltanatok
hivnanak | tiltananak | hivnak | tiltanak

Conditional Mood — Irregular Verbs — VAN, LESZ, JON, MEGY:

Indefinite Conjugation

lenni lenni jonni menni
volnék |lennék |jonnék | mennék
volnal lennél jonnél mennél
volna lenne jonne menne
volnank |lennénk |jonnénk | mennénk
volnatok | lennétek | jonnétek | mennétek
volnanak | lennének | jonnének | mennének
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Conditional Mood — V-Verbs — NO, SZ0, LO, Ri, RO:

The verbs n6 can only be conjugated with the definite suffixes if it has a verbal prefix attached

like kiné. The definite conjugation is not possible with ri, older word for 'to cry’.

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

néni széni 16ni rini roni néni széni 16ni |rini| roéni
nénék sz6nék 16nék rinék ronék néném |széném |léném |- ronam
nénél sz6nél 16nél rinal ronal nénéd |szénéd |16néd ronad
néne széne 16ne rina rona néné sz6né 16né roa
nénénk |szénénk |16nénk |rinank |rénank |nénénk | szénénk | 16nénk ronank
nénétek | szénétek |l6nétek | rinatok | ronatok | nénétek | szénétek | 16nétek ronatok
nénének | sz6nének | 16nének | rinanak | ronanak | n6nék | sz6nék | 16nék ronak

Conditional Mood — Irregular Verbs — ESZIK, ISZIK :

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
enni inni enni inni
ennék innék enném innam
ennél innal ennéd innad
enne inna enné inna
ennénk innank ennénk innank
ennétek innatok ennétek | innatok
ennének |innanak |ennék innak

Conditional Mood — Irregular Verbs — ALSZIK, NYUGSZIK, FEKSZIK::

It is possible to conjugate the verb alszik with the definite suffixes if a verbal prefix is attached
to it like: kialszik. The same goes for fekszik: kifekszik. The verb nyugszik can only be
intransitive.

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
aludni

aludnék aludnam

aludnal aludnad

aludna aludna

aludnank aludnank

aludnatok aludnatok

aludnanak aludnak

nyugodni

nyugodnék -

nyugodnal

nyugodna

nyugodnank

nyugodnatok

nyugodnanak
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fekidni
fekidnék fekiidném
fekiidnél fekidnéd
fekiidne fekidné
fekiidnénk fekiidnénk
fekiidnétek fekiidnétek
fekiidnének fekiidnék

Conditional Mood - Irregular Verbs — TESZ, VESZ, VISZ, HISZ :

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
tenni
tennék tenném
tennél tennéd
tenne tenné
tennénk tennénk
tennétek tennétek
tennének tennék
venni
vennék venném
vennél vennéd
venne venneé
vennénk vennénk
vennétek vennétek
vennének vennék
vinni
vinnék vinném
vinnél vinnéd
vinne vinné
vinnénk vinnénk
vinnétek vinnétek
vinnének vinnék
hinni
hinnék hinném
hinnél hinnéd
hinne hinné
hinnénk hinnénk
hinnétek hinnétek
hinnének hinnék
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IMPERATIVE MOOD

The imperative mood has one tense: present. The Hungarian imperative has suffixes attached to
the verb in all numbers/persons, even for the 1st person singular.

The endinf for the imeprative mood is: -j. Sometimes this -j assimilates with the last consonant
of the verb.

Imperative Mood — Regular Verbs:

The 2nd PS form can have two forms. Despite the fact that there is no difference in their
meaning, the shorter form can be used to put more emphasis on the exclamation.

Note that the 3rd PS form for verbs whose last vowel in a closed syllable is 6, 6, 0, (i take -jon.

Indefinite Conjugation Definite Conjugation

Back-vowel Verb | Front-vowel Verb | Back-vowel Verb Front-vowel Verb

jarni élni sziilni jarni élni sziilni
jarjak éljek sziiljek jarjam éljem sziiljem
jarj/jarjal élj/éljél | sziilj/sziiljél | jard/jarjad éld/éljed | sziild/sziiljed
jarjon éljen | sziiljon jarja élje sziilje
jarjunk éljink | sziljink jarjuk éljik sziiljik
jarjatok éljetek | sziiljetek jarjatok éljétek | sziiljétek
jarjanak éljenek | sziiljenek | jarjak éljék sziiljék

Imperative Mood — Assimilation Marked in Writing:

Such verbs are tricky in imperative mood because their final consonant suffers assimilation with
the imperative ending —j and that change is marked in writing, as well.

Assimilation means that the last consonant of the verb gives its features to the -j ending. The
consonants in question are: S, SZ, Z, T, J. Verbs in two consonants and in -it are typical verbs
suffering assimilation in imperative mood. The verbs mit, f{it, hiit, fut, jut belong here, too.

Examples:
S+j = sS > mos + -jon = moSson
sz+j = ssz > jatsz + -jon = jatsszon
z+j = zz > néz + -jen = nézzen
t+j = ts > kolt + -jon = koltson
j+j =13 > faj + -jon = fajjon

This change goes for all numbers/persons. It is also valid for the -ik verbs: masszon, essen...

Imperative Mood — V-verbs: they are quite regular in this mood. Just a few example: néjek,
16jon, sz6jiik, rojak...
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Imperative Mood — Verbs ending in -t: verbs that simply end in a t suffer such an assimilation:

fut + -j = fuss (to run)

jut + -j = juss (to get somewhere)
lat + -j = lass (to see)

hat + -j = hass (to have an effect)
it + -j = Uss (to hit)

nevet + -j = nevess (to laugh)
kutat + -j = kutass (to search)

The verb fest belongs to them, too. It is an exception: fest + -j = fess.

Imperative Mood — Verbs ending in -d: take one single -d for imperative mood in 2nd PS
short form.

fed- fedd (to cover) ad — add (to give)
tagad - tagadd (to deny) enged — engedd (to let sy do sg)
mond — mondd (to say) ragad — ragadd (to grab)

Imperative Mood — Irregular Verbs: VAN, LESZ, JON, MEGY, ESZIK, ISZIK, TESZ, VESZ, VISZ,
HISZ.

The verb 'van’ borrows the imperative forms from ’lesz’.

Indefinite Conjugation

lenni jonni menni
legyek jojjek menjek
légy/legyél | gyere menj/menjél
legyen jojjon menjen
legytink jojjunk/gyeriink™ | menjiink
legyetek | gyertek menjetek
legyenek | jojjenek menjenek

* Note that the form ’gyeriink’ is only used in the sense of ‘Common’, 'Let’s go’, 'Let’s do it’.
The 2nd PS and 2nd PP forms are highly irregular: Gyere/Gyertek! — Come.

As you see the verb megy is not irregular, but I wanted to show you just in case.

Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation

enni inni enni inni
egyek igyak egyem igyam
egyél igyal edd/egyed | idd/igyad
egyen igyon egye igya

egyunk igyunk egyuk igyuk
egyetek igyatok egyétek | igyatok
egyenek |igyanak |egyék igyak
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Indefinite Conjugation | Definite Conjugation
tenni
tegyek tegyem
tégy/tegyél tedd/tegyed
tegyen tegye
tegyiink tegyiik
tegyetek tegyétek
tegyenek tegyék
venni
vegyek vegyem
végy/vegyél vedd/vegyed
vegyen vegye
vegyink vegyik
vegyetek vegyétek
vegyenek vegyék
vinni
vigyek vigyem
vigyél vidd/vigyed
vigyen vigye
vigytlink vigytk
vigyetek vigyétek
vigyenek vigyék
hinni*
higgyek higgyem
higgy/higgyél hidd/higgyed
higgyen higgye
higgyiink higgyiik
higgyetek higgyétek
higgyenek higgyék

* Note that the verb ’hisz’ is even more irregular due to the fact that it contains double ggy in
imperative mood.

Imperative Mood — TETSZIK: this verb is interesting to us because it is really really really
irregular. First of all it is an -ik verb, secondly it suffers assimilation in two ways:

1. tetsz + -jen = tetsszen
2. tetsz + -jen = tessen

This is important because we use an even older form of the imperative mood in polite situations.
The form ’tessen’ is grammatically correct, but rarely used. We say "Tessék’ instead. The form

‘tetsszen’ expresses 'to like’:

Mit csinaljak, hogy tetsszen neked valami?
What am I supposed to do so that you like something?
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We use tessék as follows:

-Szabad? -Tessék! > -May I come in? -Please.
-Van nalad toll? -Tessék! > -Do you have a pen? -Here you are.

We also use ’tessék’ when we pick up the phone. The phone is ringing: Tessék! — Hallo!

Indefinite Conjugation
tetszeni

tetsszek

tetssz/tetsszél

tetsszen

tetssziink

tetsszetek

tetsszenek

As said, in polite situations you say "Tessék’. Another use for it is when it is translated with
‘please’ in English:

Tessék befaradni. — Come in please.
Tessék az ablakhoz faradni. — Go to the window please.

V. The Suffixes -lak, -lek

These suffixes are used to express the following relationship:
I + verb + you (singular or plural)
Examples: I love you. I hate you. I don’t know you. I like you.

Back-vowel verbs take -lak, front-vowel verbs take -lek.

Present Tense:

Szeretlek. — I love you.

Utallak. — I hate you.

Nem ismerlek. — I don’t know you.

Past Tense:

Szerettelek. — I loved you.

Utaltalak. - I hated you.

Nem ismertelek. — I didn’t know you.

Future Tense: you add the suffixes to the auxiliary verb ’fog’.
Szeretni foglak. — I will love you.

Utalni foglak. — I will hate you.

Nem foglak ismerni. — I won’t know you.
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Conditional Mood, Present Tense:
Szeretnélek. — I would love you.
Utalnalak. — I would hate you.

Nem ismernélek. — I would not know you.

Conditional Mood, Past Tense:

Szerettelek volna. — I would have loved you.
Utaltalak volna. — I would have hated you.

Nem ismertelek volna. — I wouldn’t have known you.

Imperative Mood:

Szeresselek! — I had better love you. I shall love you.

Utaljalak! — I had better hate you. I shall hate you.

Nem ismerjelek! — I had better not know you. I shall not know you.

You can add téged (you-singular) and titeket (you-plural). These are accusative pronouns which
are not necessary to say if we know that we are talking about one person or more.

Szeretlek téged/titeket. Nem ismerlek téged/titeket....
Verbs that require a link vowel behave with -lak, -lek in the same way.

Elrejtelek. — I hide you.
Megfojtalak. — I strangle you.



